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RISK ASSESSMENT
	Task:
	Steam Cleaning
	Date of Assessment:
	14.7.2016

	RAMS Reference: 
	RAMS046
	Assesor:
	H&S Advisor, Director

	Risk rating:
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY
	Date of last review:
	29.4.2026

	
	
	Version No:
	1


	HAZARD:
	PEOPLE AT RISK:
	RISK PRIOR CONTROL:
	CONTROL MEASURES:
	RISK AFTER CONTROL:

	Burns from steam
	Employee, client, public, contractor
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Wear correct PPE and clothing at all times.  Area of work is to be coned off to everyone, no access alowed. Never point the nozzle at any individual. Stop work immediately if anyone enters the restricted area. Ensure using the correct nozzle.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Slip from any wet surfaces
	Employee, client, public, contractor
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Areas to be coned off at all times.  No Access allowed.  Warning signs to in place and not removed until floor is dry.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Injury from incorrect usage of equipment
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Only competent and trained employee to undertake task.  Provide ongoing training.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Electirc shock
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Ensure all equipment is PAT tested and in date.  Visually inspect equipment before use.  Keep all sockets dry.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Manual handling
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Use correct lifting techniques as per RAMS006, two persons lifting.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Trip hazards
	Employee, client, public, contractor
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Areas to be coned off at all times.  No Access allowed.  Warning signs to in placed.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Working at height
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Ensure follow procedures from RAMS020 Use of ladders & stepladders and RAMS016 high level cleaning.  Always clean from ground level when possible. 
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Damage to surfaces
	Client
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Test a small unnoticeable area first.  Ensure equipment is on correct settings.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Hot equipment
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Always allow cooling time of equipment when needed.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY


METHOD STATEMENT
	Equipment required:
	PPE – hard hat, hi vis, gloves, goggles, waterproofs, safety boots, long sleeves, face mask if required, warning signs, steam cleaner, cleaning chemical if applicable


1. Report to site and sign in when required, ensure aware of site rules and procedures, complete any necessary induction

2. Assemble equipment, check electrical equipment for safety.
3. Inspect work area and remove or protect any nearby furniture or equipment
4. Place warning signs and ensure area is not accessible to any other individuals whilst working

5. Put on personal protective equipment and wear at all times
6. Remove any obstructions or obstacles from area.

7. Litter pick area.

8. Prepare any cleaning chemical as per instructions if required.
9. Ensure any cables/wires are kept behind you at all times

10. Test a small area before commencement

11. Work from top to bottom
12. Keep nozzle at safe distance from area and used controlled movements
13. Pay particular attention to any heavy soiled areas.

14. Remove any access water from the floor area if necessary.

15. Once completed ensure the machine is rinsed through with clean water and wiped down.  Allow machine to cool down if necessary
16. Complete final inspection of the area and complete sign off with client

17. Report any accidents/incidents immediately as per client or site requirements

18. Stop any work immediately should an individual enter the working area
RISK RATING

Risk ratings are calculated by considering the likelihood of an event occurring along with the severity of the potential impact should an accident occur. After considering existing control measures, values are assigned to the likelihood and severity of the impact from the charts below and these figures multiplied to establish the risk rating. 
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1 Negligible Rare
2 Low Unlikely
3 Medium possible
4 High Likely
5 Extreme | Almost Certain





Risk rating meanings 

LOW: The risk is highly unlikely to occur 

MEDIUM: There is an increased likelihood that the risk event will occur at some point 

HIGH: There is a probability that the risk event will occur at some point

EXTREME: There is an expectation that the risk event will occur
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