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RISK ASSESSMENT
	Task:
	Working in confined spaces
	Date of Assessment:
	26.1.2024

	RAMS Reference: 
	RAMS031
	Assesor:
	H&S Advisor, Director

	Risk rating:
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY
	Date of last review:
	29.4.2026

	
	
	Version No:
	2


	HAZARD:
	PEOPLE AT RISK:
	RISK PRIOR CONTROL:
	CONTROL MEASURES:
	RISK AFTER CONTROL:

	Becoming trapped
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Ensure that entrance/exit points remain open at all times.  Ensure that another employee is left on the outside at all times.  Only trained employee to undertake task.  Ensure there is always two way communication available.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Toxic atmosphere
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Only undertake work where there has been no toxic checmiasl present previously.  Always ensure you are aware of the previous contents.  Ensure working space is adequate in size.  Only trained employee to undertake task.  Ensure there is always two way communication available.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Injury to employee
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Only trained employee to undertake task.  Ensure all PPE is worn at all times.  Ensure emergency protocol is in place with client prior to commencement of task.  An employee is to remain on the outside of the area at all times.  Ensure there is always two way communication available.
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Oxygen enrichment
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Ensure entrance/exit points are left open to ventilate area.  Only work in adequate space for ventilation.  Work in shift patters to limit exposure.  Ensure there is always two way communication available.  An employee is to remain on the outside of the area at all times.  
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY

	Excessive heat
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Ensure confined space is ventilated as much as possible.  Always ensure the entrance/exit points are open.  .  Ensure working space is adequate in size.  Only trained employee to undertake task.  Ensure there is always two way communication available.  Work in shift patterns. 
	2 LOW/UNLIKELY


METHOD STATEMENT
	Equipment required:
	PPE – hard hat, gloves, goggles, suit, safety shoes.  Any equipment/materials relevant to work to be completed – assessed by each task


1. Only employees with Confined Space training to undertake any work inside a confined space

2. Place on all PPE

3. Ensure that all equipment is assembled and ready

4. Make sure you have read and understand the RAMS

5. Make sure you are fully aware of any client emergency protocol in place and all exits available to you
6. Always ensure that the client is aware of where you are working and all their paperwork is in place to do so – permits to work etc.
7. Only enter confined space when you have someone stationed externally they must remain there at all times you are within the confined space
8. Open entrance/exit hatch and visually inspect the space prior to entry

9. Only allow number of individuals to enter confined space in relation to the size of the space

10. Enter the space through hatch and other employee to pass through hatch any equipment required

11. Ensure that any entrance/exit hatches are kept open at all times

12. Make sure your work space/area is as clear as possible 

13. Complete required tasks ensuring that you take breaks and exit the confined space on a regular basis

14. Keep communication flowing with external employee at all times if this stops remove yourself from confined space immediately

15. When tasks are completed pass all equipment through hatch back to external employee

16. Exit through the required hatch
17. Ensure all equipment is cleaned prior to removal from site

18. Any rubbish to be disposed of as per client requirments

RISK RATING

Risk ratings are calculated by considering the likelihood of an event occurring along with the severity of the potential impact should an accident occur. After considering existing control measures, values are assigned to the likelihood and severity of the impact from the charts below and these figures multiplied to establish the risk rating. 
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1 Negligible Rare
2 Low Unlikely
3 Medium possible
4 High Likely
5 Extreme | Almost Certain





Risk rating meanings 

LOW: The risk is highly unlikely to occur 

MEDIUM: There is an increased likelihood that the risk event will occur at some point 

HIGH: There is a probability that the risk event will occur at some point

EXTREME: There is an expectation that the risk event will occur
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