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RISK ASSESSMENT
	Task:
	Cleaning electrical switches
	Date of Assessment:
	15.11.2013

	RAMS Reference: 
	RAMS011
	Assesor:
	H&S Advisor, Director

	Risk rating:
	2 Low/UNLIKELY
	Date of last review:
	29.4.2026

	
	
	Version No:
	2


	HAZARD:
	PEOPLE AT RISK:
	RISKS PRIOR TO CONTROLS:
	CONTROL MEASURES:
	RISKS AFTER CONTROLS:

	Electrocution
	Employee
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Clean with a dry cloth only.  Never use water or cleaning solution.  Ensure always switched off prior to wiping.  If there is a stubbon mark spray a very small amount of chemical direct onto cloth and wipe.  Never spray the actual switch
	2 Low/UNLIKELY

	Causing a power out
	Employee,  public, client, contractor
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Clean with a dry cloth only.  Only switch to off if you are fully aware what the supply is for.  Do not clean if not sure.
	2 Low/UNLIKELY

	Injury from faulty switch
	Employee, public, client, contractor
	4 HIGH/LIKELY
	Visually check prior to cleaning that there are no faults ie. Exposed wires.  Do not clean and report if any found.
	2 Low/UNLIKELY


METHOD STATEMENT
	Equipment required:
	Relevant PPE – gloves, colour coded cloth


1. Put on personal protective equipment.

2. Make sure the cleaning cloth is dry

3. Make sure the switch is off prior to use

4. Inspect the switch prior to cleaning for any damage or wires showing, do not clean and report if the switch is damaged

5. Make sure you are fully aware prior to switch off what the electrical supply is for, do not switch off or clean if you are unsure

6. If there is a need to use cleaning solution due to soilage or for disinfectant purpose then spray the solution onto the cloth but only the smallest of amounts so the cloth is practically dry and press very lightly onto the switch surface

7. After cleaning switch back to the on position if you had to switch off prior to cleaning

RISK RATING

Risk ratings are calculated by considering the likelihood of an event occurring along with the severity of the potential impact should an accident occur. After considering existing control measures, values are assigned to the likelihood and severity of the impact from the charts below and these figures multiplied to establish the risk rating. 
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1 Negligible Rare
2 Low Unlikely
3 Medium possible
4 High Likely
5 Extreme | Almost Certain





Risk rating meanings 

LOW: The risk is highly unlikely to occur 

MEDIUM: There is an increased likelihood that the risk event will occur at some point 

HIGH: There is a probability that the risk event will occur at some point

EXTREME: There is an expectation that the risk event will occur
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